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PARTY LIFE:
The Politics Of Protest

by JANET JAGAN

The People’s Progressive Party was the first group-
ing in Guyana to introduce political struggle to achieve
the people’s aims. That is not to say there was no form
of struggle before the PPP came into being in 1950, be-
cause there were many manifestations of mass discon-
tent. These were evident from the time of slavery up to

° the creation of the first trade union in the then British

Guiana. However, organised, coordinated, purposeful
struggle began with the advent of the PPP. R
In those early days of the fifties, different methods

of struggle were first introduced.  There were out-door

public meetings, something new as mild politiking of
the times took place generally in school or church build-
ings. The PPP started what is common today, public
meetings up and down the country, in the interior and
riverain areas, anywhere where people lived, with the -
purpose of keeping them informed and invelving them
in struggle. ‘

A massive signature campaign in 1950, probably one
of Guyana’s first,-began the call for self-government as
the first step to independence. This was circulated far and
wide and was very impressive; in fact it brought about
the visit of the Waddington Constitution Commission
from London, which was set up to make recommenda-
tions for a new constitution. Then, when the Commission
arrived and was put up at the Park Hotel, a massive PPP
picket line was out there, the first perhaps, to demand
universal adult suffrage irrespective of literacy, a fully
elected legislature, a ministerial system and other ad-
vances. The PPP won that round and the most advanced
Constitution in the West Indies was written for the first
electiens under adult suffrage which took place in 1953.

The PPP applied the politics of the written word, in
trequent handbills, posters and booklets and in its first

~ paper Thunder, which came out monthly and was sold

for one penily a copy.
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Other forms of struggle developed when the PPP
fought its first general elections, won and then was re-
moved from office 4 months later when the British sus-
pended the Constitution in 1953. The Party inaugurated
a civil resistance campaign in which the people violated
intentionally, the emergency regulations. Cheddi Jagan
was the first; he broke the restrictions orders keeping
him to the city of Georgetown and went to jail. Others
followed, including the late Ram Karran.
~During this form of struggle, other techniques were
used to further the several campaigns. When Martin Car-
ter, Sydney King, Rory Westmaas and others were in-
terned at Atkinson Field (now Timehri, but then a US

base), postcard petitions were used, demanding that the .

Governor release them. This was repeated later when a
number of members were detained at Mazaruni prison
for some two years.

During that period from October 1953 to 1957, dif-
ferent methods of getting over the Party’s propaganda
had to be used, since most activities were illegal. The
Party printed underground handbills and distributed
them by underground means. .

Political struggle has taken many forms. One has
been the withdrawal of labour, massive strikes as an ex-
pression of workers’ anger or discontent. Marches and
rallies have been popular methods of protest through the

years, as were the two enormous Freedom Marches for N

independence in the sixties when demonstrators from the
two far ends of the coastal belt — Charity and Crabwood

Creek — came to the centre in Georgetown for massive
rallies.

The. technique of having whistle stop meetings vo‘n

the long marches, used then, is still an effective means

of rallying working people in all the villages.

Witness the two recent PPP marches and rallies for
free and fair elections held in Essequibo and Berbice.

There have been many innovations in the politics
of protest. The Women’s Progressive Organisation held
a protest picket line in front of the Parliament Buildings
demanding flour, during the pericd when there was no
flour available and the PNC was trying to foist rice
flour on the people. The women wore flour bags as dress-
es during .this demonstration. And in another WPO de-
monstration against the high cost of living, women car-

0.

ried pots and banged them leudly with spoons. And yet

again, in another protest the WPO Qemonstyatttedtilr; flx;(i)gyt;
of the Guyana Electricity Cprporatlon agam? et
fees and poor services, wearing caps made O

bms.In one of the most innovative PPP prqt((eists,; fg;fs
Party demonstrators wore death masks, carried co <o
and performed many of the acts of bt\"lngl 11:}1 S(Ec(‘)an&)e((:} o
i firm that intended to bring toXic was e :
2711131 %ﬁe 1government-sponsored pla was nipped in the
; is protest. - !
bgd ﬁ? It’gﬁialx)ment, which forms another aspecthof‘.str}olfe
gle, various techniques have been used to emphasise

_degree of anger and disagreement with the ruling party.

, picketi liament, wear-
have been walk-outs, picketing qf parli: , W
§1t1ger§f pracards on the chests of }'—;_’l;lPt Iyag:ﬁ??ﬁﬁ?:;es
i liament, and again dealing wi e flo ;
}cllirg?ﬂrirllg of flour at the gover;lme(x)lt Igengtzzts(;g; Sof 1;523?
tages, to give a few examples. On tw ions,
lsil;lx(r)ll;engc was %oycotted for lgpg periods, once for three
testing rigged elections. <
year'sf‘h%r?cool ofgboyfgcg()tt has been used effectively manyé
many times during the life of the Pafty. fI'h’ere wgi b
most effective campaign tohb%yct(;tli:erlli) ﬁg;ggg rﬁalp;oposi-
whose boss Peter D’Aguiar had tax CHORElT Tt
i numerous occasions, 1nclgd1ng backing
?2%“233 supporting the PNC in ltss”de;tiﬁllls?ﬁ?gs (\:;va;?(;
ign of the sixties. The “CREEPS” o e s
Egygcgtted and felt in their businesses the wrath of the
peop'llt‘ar.le seawalls and other prdminent places have geerri
painted with slogans. In fact, pa.tinted‘slogans hav;: e;d
used effectively in many ways, including on streets a :
.hlghglaésésa;ns on banners, flyers, shirts and dres-se}s1
even balloons, have expressed p:ﬁple’s g;?gzrslt?gﬁ n?elxl:ogfg’P
o ; et
the politics of protest. During the \iiv it ’of gl S
minister EMG Wilson, to focus on the la )
i i i 1 fences surrounding
ties, chained himself to the meta ] : .
Parli ildi ' : ber, David Westmaas
Parliament Buildings. Another member, 1 ;
| t, and then stood be
marched alone on the East Coast, ar :
i i C misrule. There have
fore Parliament in protest at PNC m i idod
s of protest written for special occasions;
ggfflel i??.relrgl pOeYI:T)lS and stories with the theme of prqtest.
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